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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Proceedings of the Sixth Meeting of the 
American Medical Association. 

Tuc Association held its sixth annual‘ 
meeting on Tuesday, May 3, in the city 
of New York, the President, Dr. Beverley 
Wellford, of Virginia, in the,Chair. 

Dr. F. Campbell Stewart, Chairman of 
the Committee of Arrangements and Re- 
ception, before reading the list of delegates, 
congratulated the Association upon the re- 
currence of its anniversary. Seven years 





had elapsed, he said, since the prelimi- | 
nary meeting of the Convention, which | 
recommended the organization of this Na- 
tional Congress assembled here; and, 
as New Yorkers, the Committee indulged 
in a feeling of proud satisfaction at the 
triumphant success which has attended 
so important a movement, originating in 
their State. The labours of the learned 
body had been most arduous, but the result 
had not disappointed the expectations of the 
friends of reform and of progress in their 
profession. Mighty objects were aimed at; 
important achievements had already been 
accomplished ; and a guarantee was afforded 
of the eventual fulfilment of the desires of 





those whose aspirations for the advancement 


and perfection of medicine led them to pro- 
pose the formation of this Association, 
which, representing the whole fraternity 
throughout our wide-spread country, assem- 
bled annually, for scientific discussion, and to 
consult upon matters pertaining to the gene- 
ral welfare of the entire faculty. The five 
published volumes of their Transactions af- 
forded abundant and conclusive evidence of 
the zeal by which they were actuated, and 
the ability which characterized the scien- 
tific labours of members. 

He concluded by saying: ‘‘ Your advent 
has been anxiously looked for, and your col- 
leagues here have been desirous to manifest 
their appreciation of the cause in which you 
are engaged, and their estimation of the 
favour conferred by the Association in select- 
ing this metropolis, as the place for holding 
the present session,’’ and in the name of the 
united Profession of New York, we tender 
you a sincere, hearty, and cordial welcome 
to our city. 

Dr. 8S. then read a list of the accredited 
delegates, those present answering to their 
names, and announced that a majority were 
present. 

[Five hundred and seventy-three mem- 
bers were present, representing one hundred 
and seventy institutions; thirty States and 
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Territories, the District of Columbia, the | vitation to the Association to hold their next 
Army and Navy of the United States, and annual meeting, for 1854, at St. Lonis. 
the American Medical Society in Paris, } Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, said he was 
were represented. There wasone member | instructed to invite the Association to hold 
by invitation from ‘Syria, and one from their next annual meeting in Philadelphia. 
Canada West.] Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, expressed-his 
The President then declared the meeting regret that he must appear to act in opposi- 
organized, and welcomed the delegates to tion to the expressed wishes of his delega- 
the city. ‘tion, but he conceived that the Association 
The Vice-Presidents and Ex- Presidents | were pledged, so far as a body like this could 
of the Association were requested to take ; be pledged, by the acts of a former meeting, 
their seats on the platform with the Presi- ; to assemble next year in St. Louis, and he 
dent. ; therefore moved that the Committee on 
On motion, a recess of fifteen minutes, Nominations be instructed to report St. 
was taken to allow the delegates from each ; Louis as the place for the next annual meet- 
State to select one of their number as a ing. 
committee to nominate officers for the en-; In making this motion, Dr. Hays stated 
suing year. that he wished to be understood as yielding 
Afier the expiration of this period the ‘to a postponement merely for a year of the 
Association was called to order, when it ; invitation to meet in Philadelphia, and trust- 
was announced that the following gentle- ' ed that his disinterestedness now would be 
men were selected as the Nominating : remembered next year by his western friends 
Committee :— as constituting an additional claim to a fa- 
vourable consideration of the invitation to 


ine, ; Li fh ; g ane 
a ne re — meet in Philadelphia in 1855. 
saan aie E. § il Dr. Hays’s motion was carried by accla- 


¢ mation. 

Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, read the 
report of the Committee on Publication, and 
of the Treasurer, the reports were accepted 
New Jersey, * Siete Conlin, and ordered to be printed, and the following 
Pennsylvania, ‘ F. West. resolutions appended to the report of the 
Didmane, “ HF. Askew. Committee on Publication, were taken 


Maryland, “© Joel Hopkins. 
Dist. of Columbia,‘ Thomas Miller. 
Virginia, ‘eT. P. Atkinson. 
North Carolina, ‘' J. G. Tull. 


Massachusetts, ‘* A. L. Peirson. 
Rhode Island, ‘‘ H. Allen. 
Connecticut, “ Archibald Welch. 
New York, “© Joseph M. Smith. 


up:— 
1. Resolved, That the assessment for the 
present year shall be five dollars. 
2. Resolved, That the Committee on 


South Carolina, “ H.R. Frost. Publication be authorized to decide upon 
Georgia, "bite H. F. Campbell. the terms at which the volume of Transac- 
hide, “J. A. English. tions for the present year shall be furnished 
Kentucky, “ J. B. Flint. to the members of the Association and 
Ohio, o . b. Bowe. others, and that it shall be their duty to in- 
hatte, “ Joseph Somes. : the — of the terms agreed upon 
: ‘i ; y a circular. 
en 2g - toae ” 3. Resolved, That the committee be far- 
pm “ J.C. Hughes. ther authorized to take such measures in 
Illinois, “ N.S. Davis. relation to the disposal of copies of the 
Pidmenone, “ J.B, Linsley. Transactions remaining after all such mem- 


bers are supplied as shall comply with the 
Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, moved that } terms set forth in the circular of the com- 
immediately after the report of the Nomi- { mittee, as they may deem expedient. 
nating Committee, the President be called; Dr. Condie urged the adoption of the re- 
upon to read his address, but, at the request } solutions; they were then separately put and 
of Dr. Condie, withdrew his motion to} adopted. 
allow the reports of the Committee on Pub-} Dr. Condie offered the following, which 
lication and of the Treasurer to be read. { was adopted:— 
Dr. Pope, of Missouri, extended an in-’ Resolved, That the Committee on Publi- 
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cation have power to furnish the Chairman 
of Committees on Epidemics with extra 
copies of their reports, respectively, at the 
expense of the Association—the said extra 
copies not to exceed one hundred. 

The Secretary read communications in- 
viting the Association to visit University 
Medical College, the collection of Anatomi- 
cal and Pathological models of Messrs. J. 
C. & D. Hyatt, the surgical instrument 
establishment of Mr. Tiemann, and the 
Bloomingdale Lunatic Asylum. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart presented a report, on 
behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, 
recommending the admission of Dr. Marshall 
Hall, of London, Surgeons Mower and 
Simpson, U. 8. A., Surgeons Bache, Pinck- 
ney, and Brownell, U.S. N., Drs. Leonard, } 
and Betton, Florida, Hon. Dr. Bartlett, N.Y. 
Senate, Dr. Harris, California, Dr. Hodder, 
Canada West, Drs. Mclllvaine and Pittman, 
American Medical Society, Paris, to par- 
ticipate in the proceedings as members by 
invitation, which report was adopted; and, 
on motion of Dr. Cox, of Maryland, a com- ; 
mittee was appointed to wait on Dr. Mar-} 
shall Hall, and conduct him to a seat on 
the platform. 

The President then read a long and very 
able address, reviewing the origin, progress, 
and benefits achieved by the Association. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, of Pennsylvania, 
it was Resolved that the thanks of the meet- 
ing be presented to the President, for his 
elegant, appropriate, and eloquent address, 
and that a copy be requested for publication 
in the Transactions of the Association. 

The Secretary read the following resolu- 
tion passed by the Medical Society of Vir- 
ginia, at its meeting on the 7th of April, 
1853 :— 

Resolved, That this Society recommend 
to the American Medical Association, at its 
ensuing meeting, to consider the propriety 
of appointing some distinguished and well- 
qualified chemist (not a practitioner of medi- 
cine), whose duty it shall be to analyze the 
prominent nostrums of the day, as far as 
may be practicable, and to publish the re- 
sults of such analysis monthly in the most 
extensively circulated newspapers of each 
State in the Union represented in the Asso- 
ciation. 

Also a communication from the President 
of the American Medical Society in Paris, 
appointing Drs. Pittman, Walton, and 
Mclllvaine to attend this meeting. 
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On motion of Dr. Atlee, the Committee 
on Publication were authorized to send a 
full set of the Transactions of the Associa- 
tion to the Am. Med. Society in Paris. 

The Secretary stated that he had re- 
ceived a communication from Dr. Ramsey, 
of Georgia, inclosing documents. On in- 
quiry, it was stated that these referred toa 
personal matter, when, on motion of Dr. 
Lebby, of South Carolina, they were laid on 
the table without being read. 

Dr. Joseph M. Smith, Chairman of the 
Committee on Nominations, reported the 
following officers for the ensuing year :— 

For President.—Dr. Jonathan Knight, of 
Conn. 

Vice-Presidents.—Drs. Usher Parsons, 
of R. I.; Lewis Condict, of N. J.; Henry 
R. Frost, of S. C.; R. L. Howard, of 
Ohio. 

Secretaries.—Drs. Edward L. Beadle, of 
N. Y., and Edwin S. Lemoine, of Missouri. 

Treasurer.—Dr. D. Francis Condie, of 
Pennsylvania. 

The committee reported St. Louis, Mo., 
as the place to hold the next annual meeting. 

The report was unanimously adopted, and 
the gentlemen nominated declared the of- 
ficers for the present year. 

On motion, Drs. Gooch, Watson, and 
Atlee were appointed a Committee to con- 
duct the President elect and other officers to 
their seats. 

Dr. Knight, on taking the Chair, returned 
thanks for the honour conferred on him. 

Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, offered the 
following resolution, which was unanimously 
adopted by a rising vote :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation be presented to our late President, 
Dr. Wellford, for the dignified, courteous, 
and efficient manner in which he has per- 
formed the duties of his office. 

On motion a vote of thanks was also pre- 
sented to the retiring Secretary, Dr. Gooch. 

On motion of Dr. Hopkins, of Maryland, 
it was resolved that no member be allowed 
to speak more than ten minutes on any sub- 
ject at one time, nor more than twice on the 
same subject. 

Dr. Stewart, on the part of the Com- 
mittee on Arrangements, suggested that 
the Association meet each day from 9 to 
12 A. M., and from 1 to 4 P. M., which 
was approved. 

Doctor Stewart also read the following 
Programme :— 
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Tuesday, May 3.—The Association will! N., to take seats as members by invi- 
meet in the Presbyterian Church, Bleecker tation. These gentlemen had a right to sit 
Street, East of Broadway, and fronting } as delegates from the Army and Navy. Dr. 
Crosby Street, at 9 o’clock, A. M. Dele-; Pinckney has twice represented the naval 
gates will be received in the evening, at the body in the Convention as delegate, and 
houses of the following gentlemen :— without any question. As the gentleman 

Governor Hamilton Fish, Stuyvesant; Wa8 80 admitted at Richmond, he would 
Square, Corner of Second Avenue and; move to have the record altered. 
Seventeenth Street; Dr. Isaac Wood, 68; Dr. Stewart explained and read the article 
East Seventeenth Street ; Dr. Willard Par- } of the Constitution which refers to the ap- 


ker, 195 Twelfth Street; Dr. G. P. Cam- } pointment of delegates. The President 
mann, 109 Fourteenth Street; Dr. James { stated that in his opinion the Committee of 


R. Wood, No. 2 Irving Place, near Four- 
teenth Street. 


Wednesday, May 4.—Evening receptions 
by the following gentlemen :— 

Ex. Mayor A. C. Kingsland, No. 114 
Fifth Avenue; Dr. Edward Delafield, No. 
2 East Seventeenth Street; Dr. James 
Anderson, 20 University Place; Dr. Wil- ; 
liam Detmold, 103 Ninth Street; Dr. Isaac 
E. Taylor, 828 Broadway. 


Thursday, May 8.—Delegates are in- 
vited to a public dinner, to be given to the 
Association by the medical profession of wed 
City of N. Y., at Metropolitan Hall, at 7 
| 

‘Friday, May 6.—Visit to the State and{ 
City Hospitals, and other public Institutions ; 
at Staten Island, Randall’s Island, Ward’s 
Island, and Blackwell's Island, per Steam- 
boat Hero, from Pier No. 3, North River, 
near the Battery. The boat will leave 
punctually at 9 o’clock, A.M. The Asso- 
ciation will be entertained by the Governors 
of the Almhouse, at Blackwell’s Island. 
Evening receptions by the following gentle- 
men:— 

Dr. John C. Cheeseman, 473 Broadway ; 
Dr. John Watson, 117 Tenth Street; Dr.} 
Horace Green, 12 Clinton Place; Dr.3 
Lewis A. Sayre, 705 Broadway. ; 

On motion of Dr. Gooch, the meeting 
adjourned to 9 A. M., Wednesday. 





; 


2 
Wednesday, May 4.—Morning Session. 
The Association met at 9 A. M., J. 


Knight, M. D., President in the chair.; 


Arrangements had complied with the intent 
of the article. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, stated that 
delegates from the army and navy had 
always been received. 

The motion to reconsider was put and 
lost. 

Dr. Cox hoped the Association would not 
take any action that would give offence to 
the Army and Navy Medical Institutions. 
He moved that Drs. Pinckney and Bache 
be received as regular delegates. 

Dr. Pinckney, U. S. N., asked to be 
heard, and claimed his right to a place as 
a delegate and as a permanent member, 
having been formerly received as such, and 
having signed the Constitution. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart offered the following 
as an amendment to Dr. Cox’s motion. 

‘* Resolved, As the sense of this Associ- 
ation, that under its present Constitution, 
delegates can be received from the U.S. 
Army and Navy Medical Staffs, when ap- 
pointed by the Chiefs of the Army and 
Navy Medical Bureaus.’ 

The amendment was adopted. 

Dr. Stewart, from the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, reported the names of several 
members who had registered themselves 
since the report of yesterday. 

On motion of Dr. Cox, of Maryland, Dr. 
Borland, of Arkansas, was received as a 
member by invitation. 

On motion, the Secretary proceeded to 
call up the reports of Special Committees. 

Dr. C. D. Meigs, of Philadelphia, pre- 
sented a report on: ‘‘ Acute and Chronic 


There was a large attendance of Delegates. Diseases of the Neck of the Uterus,” with 


The Secretary read the minutes, which 
were adopted. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, moved for a re- 
consideration of the vote approving the 





$ 
2 
; 


a request that it should be referred to the 
Committee on Publication, without reading.: 
The report was accepted and referred. 

Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, Chairman 








minutes, to allow of a correction in the } of Committee on Causes of Tubercular 
Report of Committee of Arrangements, ’ Diseases, stated that in consequence of his 
inviting Drs. Pinckney and Bache, U. S.) duties as Treasurer and Chairman of Com- 
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mittee on Publication, he had not been able } where I am located. I have therefore given 
1o complete his report. a condensed history of the existing patho- 
The Committee had considered the sub- } logy regarding it, set forth by other writers, 
ject very attentively, and the more they did } accompanied with my own opinion that the 
so the more a new light broke upon them, | disease lies and has its origin in the gangli- 
until they began to doubt the orthodoxy of; onic system of nerves. If you divide some 
many of the received opinions regarding} of the superior branches of these nerves, 
tuberculosis, its causes, and the proper} there is an immediate ecchymosis of the eye 
course of medical treatment to be pursued. } differing from the ganglionic congestion ob- 
An abundance of material was mapa tl servable during typhus fever. I have called 
in fact, the report was almost ready ; but he} attention to the existence and causes of the 
had such onerous duties to perform during} maculated spots which appear upon the sur- 
the year, that it was utterly impossible for; face in the one variety of fever, and extend 
him to put it in proper shape. through the alimentary canal in’ the other ; 
On motion of Dr. Atlee (Pa ), the expla- } and reason that the latter morbid appearances 
nation was accepted, and: the Comins: an the result of the diseased ganglionic 
continued to the next session of the Asso- ; plexus extending from the superior cervical 
ciation. {vertebree through the vertebral column to 
On the part of Dr. Porcher, of South} the ganglions of the sacrum. In referring 
Carolina, Dr. Condie stated that the report ; typhoid fever to this cause, I have recorded 
of the Committee on “Toxicological and} the apparances presented in the pharyngeal 
Medicinal Properties of our Cryptogamic} plexus, the larynx, esophagus, stomach, and 
Plants,’’ had been handed in, but with the? duodenum (which is separated in a great 
request that it should be left, for farther} degree from the influence of the cerebro- 
additions, to the Committee The Com ; spinal system), and I have then pointed out 
’ rf m ° - ’ 
mitiee was continued. the existence of ulcerations in the lower 
Dr. G. Emerson, of Pennsylvania, Chair- } portion of the ilium, and to a great extent, 
man of Committee on ‘‘ Agency of the; as a reason for my belief. I have traced the 
Refrigeration produced through upward ra- different appearances observed in typhus 
diation of heat, as an exciting cause of} fever, I have examined the theory of Wood 
Disease,’’ presented .his report, which was} upon the deficiency of fibrine in the blood, 
referred to Committee on Publication, and} and endeavoured to show that typhus and 
read an abstract. The sanitary lesson de- } typhoid fevers are quite distinct diseases, 
signed to be inculcated in this paper ia the The report, on motion, was referred to 
importance of guarding against exposure to} the Committee on Publication. ; 
the refrigerating effects of nocturnal radia-; Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, Chairman of 
tion, especially in sickly places, and during} Committee on Epidemics in New Jersey, 
Fi at ‘ The — of rage | poo a Fina and ie 
this are shown to be extremely simple, and } said that the Committee were unable to 
always at hand, as anything wil ad the | report, in consequence of not receiving any 
purpose which may be interposed to cut off; communications from gentlemen in these 
oe the open sky, and thus prevent States. The Beiceinactite a ‘ag 
‘* upward radiation. } two communications, one from Philadelphia, 
Dr. H. F. Campbell, of Georgia, presented} and one from Franklin County, Penn- 
a report on Typhoid Fever, which was re-{ sylvania. He called upon gentlemen prac- 
ferred ta Committee on Publication. tising in those States to furnish the Com- 
Dr. Campbell said he was not aware, until } mittee with the results of their experience. 
too late an hour to comply, of the fact thata} Prof. Palmer, of Illinois, suggested that 
written synopsis of each report was required Dr. Atlee draw up a resolution requesting 
by the rules of the Association. If per-{ medical gentlemen to transmit information. 
mission were granted, he would make a} On motion of Dr. Atlee, it was 
verbal one, and explain to the Association; Resolved, That the delegates from the 
the views he had taken regarding er different me “ ae to ye 
of fever. ‘The permission was granted. {some gentlemen from the States to whic 
Dr. Campbell said: ‘I have, sir, little} they belong, to co-operate with the Scien- 
experience in the actual treatment of typhoid } tific Committees. 
fever, as it rarely prevails in the district{ Dr. Wellford announced that Dr. Haxall, 
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of Virginia, Chairman of Committee on} their report by presenting the following 
Epidemics in Virginia and North Carolina, resolutions :— 
had resigned, and that Dr. J. F. Peebles, ; Resolved, That the Association reaffirm 
of Virginia, had been appointed to fill his} itg formerly expressed opinions on the value 
place. ; ; ‘onl importance of general education to the 
Dr. Cain stated that Dr. Bolling, of; student and practitioner of medicine, and 
Alabama, Chairman of Committee on Epi- | that it would gladly enlarge its rule on this 
demics in South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, subject, so as to include the Humanities of 
and Alabama, had resigned as Chairman of the schools, and the Natural Sciences. 
that Comeniens. ' Resolved, That, in the opinion of this 


Dr. Wellford said that he had also received ; nition « tidiee tanned f th 
the resignation, this morning, of Dr. E. H. cane Bo a 


Reem of Maw Chinn, x China of clements of Medical Science should precede 


the Committee on the Epidemics of Missis- aceueaamaienes ; 
sippi, Louisiana, Texas, and Arkansas. Resolved, That, in order to accomplish 
A letter was read from Dr. Mendenhall, ; the latter, the hospitals, when elevated to 
of Ohio, Chairman of Committee on the { the rank of schools of practice, and the in- 
Epidemics of Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana, telligent private preceptor, are the most 
stating that he had appointed as his asso- efficient instrumentalities to be used for that 
ciates, Drs. Z. Pitcher, of Michigan, N., } Purpose. 
Johnson, of Indiana, Tilden, of Ohio, and} On motion of Dr. Atlee, the report was 
J. A. Allen, of Michigan, and asking to be accepted and the resolutions were adopted. 
continued. Dr. Joseph M. Smith, of New York, 
Dr. Worthington Hooker, of Connecticut, } Chairman of Committee on Prize Essays, 
Chairman of Committee on Epidemics of } reported that the Committee had received 
New England and New York, asked that ; fifteen Essays, which they had critically 
the Committee be continued. examined, and that they had awarded the 
Dr. Johnson, of Missouri, stated that Dr. {two prizes of one hundred dollars each to 
Reyburn, Chairman of Committee on Epi- ; the Essays bearing the following titles: T'he 
demics of Missouri, Illinois, lowa, and Wis- ; first, to the essay entitled, ‘‘ The Cell—its 
consin, requested that his Committee be { Physiology, Pathology, and Philosophy,” 











continued. 

Dr. Sutton, of Kentucky presented a 
report on Epidemics of Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky, with an abstract, which latter was 
read by the Secretary, and the report re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Pitcher, of Michigan, presented a 
report on the subject of Medical Education, 
which he was requested to read at length. 
The report contained many suggestions for 
the prevention of the spread of quackery, and 
for the best means of training the medical 
student. 
candidates for degrees shall have studied at 
least three years, and recommend the ex- 
tension of lecture seasons to six months. 
The Committee repeated their high opinion 
of the benefits to be derived by students from 
bedside experience, as superior to lectures 
and flitting hospital visits, and suggested a 
supplementary school of practice. They 
would not discourage medical schools 
through the country, but foster them as 
useful, and trust to the private instructor 
and the hospitals as schools of practice. 
The Committee asked leave to conclude 


The Committee proposed that all ; 





“ Natura in minimis mazima est.” ‘The 
second, on the ‘‘Surgical Treatment of 
certain Fibrous Tumours of the Uterus, 
heretofore considered beyond the Resources 
of Art,” ‘ Palmam qui meruit ferat.”” On 
breaking the seals of the accompanying 
packets it was found that the author of the 
first was Waldo J. Burnett, M. D., Boston, 
Mass., and of the second Washington L. 
Atlee, M. D., Philadelphia. 

The Committee also stated that the fol- 
lowing named papers are worthy of being 
honorably mentioned: Ist, on Erysipelatous 
Fever of the United States; 2d, on Chloro- 
form; 3d, on Subacute Functional Disorders 
of the Urinary Bladder of Females; and of 
three papers bearing the names of the au- 
thors, they asked that the authors of two of 
them, viz., Dr. March, of Albany, and Dr. 
Buck, of New York, be allowed to submit 
abstracts to the Association. 

By request, Dr. Alden March, of New 
York, then made a verbal abstract of his 
paper on ‘‘ Diseases of the Hip Joint ;’’ and, 
on motion of Dr. A. Smith, he was re 
quested to read the paper during the recess 











MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


to-morrow, in Crosby Street Medical Col- 
lege. 

Dr. March considers hip disease as pro- 
duced in the head of the bone by upward 
and inward pressure, from muscular action, 
against the acetabulum. 

Prof. Palmer, of Chicago, offered the fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were adopted :— 


Resolved, That this Association earnestly 
recommend to the local Societies in different 
portions of our country, to appoint Com- 
mittees, whose duties it shall be to record 
the prevalence of epidemicsor other diseases, 
and the general state of health in their re- 
spective localities, and to transmit said re- 
ports to the Committees of the Society on 
Epidemics, through the State Societies 
where they exist. 


Resolved, That the Secretaries be re- 
instructed to secure a wide publicity to the 
above resolutions, by such means as they 
may deem proper. 

Dr. Atlee, Pa., called the attention of the 
’ Association to resolutions passed at the last 
annual meeting of the Association, for pur- 
chasing a suitable stone for the WasHINGTON 
Monvment. 

Dr. Blatchford, N. Y., offered the fol- 
lowing :— 

Resolved, That the suggestions in the 
President’s Address, touching the licensing 
power, be referred to a Committee of five, 
of which Dr. Wellford shall be the Chair- 
man, to prepare some plan whereby the 
subject may be brought fairly before the 
profession, and, if deemed advisable, that 
the Legislatures of the several States may 
be memorialized to carry out the recom- 
mendations of this Association; the Com- 
mittee to report at the next meeting of the 
Association. 

Dr. Garnett, Washington, D.C., offered 
the following amendment :— 


Resolued, That a Committee of five be 
appointed by the President of this Associa- 
tion to prepare a Memorial to the Legislative 
bodies of the several States of the Union, 
praying that a law be passed prohibiting the 
Faculty of any medical institution which 
may at present exist, or which may hereafter 
be established within the limits of said 
States, from conferring the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine upon any candidate for gradua- 
tion who has not previously graduated at 
some literary institution, or who, upon ex- 
amination by a competent Board, is not 
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found to possess a good English and Classi- 
cal education. 

Resolved, That regarding the present term 
of preparatory study adopted by the Medical 
Colleges of the United States, too limited 
to enable students of medicine to acquire 
such a competent knowledge of the profes- 
sion as should entitle them to receive the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine, arecommend- 
ation be incorporated in said Memorial that 
some Legislative action be also had upon 
this subject. 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of this Association, to 
transmit, through the Executive heads of 
each State, a copy of said Memorial to their 
respective Legislative Assemblies, and that 
a Circular be addressed to the members of 
the Medical Profession, resident at, or con- 
venient to the seats of Government of the 
several States, requesting them to use every 
practicable exertion consistent with the 
honour, dignity, and good repute of the pro- 
fession, to procure the passage of a law in 
accordance with the foregoing resolutions. 

On motion of Dr. Cash, of New York, 
the resolutions and amendment were laid on 
the table. 

On motion, the meeting then took a recess 
until 1 o’clock P. M. 


Afternoon Session, May 4. 


The Association met at 140’clock P. M., 
the President in the Chair. The Secretary 
read an invitation from Dr. J. H. Griscom, 
on behalf of the Governors and Medical Staff 
of the New York Hospital, to visit that In- 
stitution. 

Dr. Stewart, on the part of the Committee 
of Arrangements, reported the names of 
several delegates whu had registered their 
names since last report ; and also a recom- 
mendation that Dr. Robert R. Kalley, of 
Beyroot, Syria, Dr. James G. Cooper, 
Washington Territory, and Dr. H. Wil- 
liams, from Southern Illinois, be invited to 
seats as members by invitation. The recom- 
mendation was on motion adopted. 

The following resolutions, offered by Dr. 
Charles A. Lee, a permanent member, were 
read in his absence by the Secretary :— 


Resolved, As the sense of this Association, 
that those Medical Colleges which give two 
courses of lectures annually, each of which 
counts aa a separate course, have virtually 
violated and forfeited their charters, which 
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do not contemplate but one annual session 
(thus making two Colleges out of one). 
Resolved, That the practice in question is 
calculated to lower the standard of attain- 
ment in the profession, and subjects those 
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} confining the memoirs to distinguished mem- 
bers of the Association. 

Dr. Morgan, of Washington, thought the 
Association would not be able to meet the 
increased expense such an addition to their 


who countenance it to the imputation of} Transactions would cause. He moved to lay 


acting from mercenary motives. 

Resolved, That no delegates shall here- 
after be received by this Association from 
any Medical Schools which give two courses 
of lectures annually, each of which counts 
towards a degree. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, of Pennsylvania, 
the resolutions were laid on the table. 

Dr. Stewart read the following resolutions, 


on the table, which was carried. 
Dr. G. Buck, of New York, read his 
paper on the “ Surgical Treatment of Mor- 
bid Growths in the Larynx,”’ illustrating a 
;case which had been under his care by 
means of the specimen and a wax model. 
} On motion, the paper was referred to 
the Committee on Publication. 
Dr. J. K. Mitchell, of Pennsylvania, call- 


offered by Dr. Stephen W. Williams, of} ed the attention of the Association to the 


Massachusetts, a permanent member, not 
present :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Asso- 
ciation be presented to Dr. Winslow Lewis, 
of Boston, a member of the Massachusetts 
Legislature, for the bill which he has pre- 
sented and endeavoured to sustain, providing 
that ‘‘no druggist, apothecary, or person 
engaged in manufacturing medicines, or 
compounds to be administered as medicines 
(except such as are published in standard 
works of chemistry, materia medica, or 
pharmacopeia), shall offer the same for sale 
in any way, till he has filed a complete 
recipe in English, sworn to before a legal 
authority constituted for such purpose.”’ 

Resolved, Thata Committee be appointed 
by this Association for the purpose of peti- 
tioning Congress and State Legislatures to 
enact regulations and laws similar to the 
above. 

The resolutions were adopted, and Dr. 
James Moultrie, of South Carolina, Dr. S. 
W. Williams, of Massachusetts, and Dr. 
W. Hooker, of Connecticut, were appointed 
the committee. 

The following preamble and resolution, 
sent by Dr. S. W. Williams, were also read : 

As we are constantly called upon to 
deplore the ravages of death among the 
illustrious and worthy members of our pro- 
fession throughout the United States, 

Besolved, That a Standing Committee 
be appointed by this Association to procure 
memorials of the eminent and worthy dead 
among the distinguished physicians of our 
country, both within and without the pale 
of the Association, and present them to this 
Association for publication in their Trans. 
actions. 

Dr. Cox, Md., offered an amendment, not 


various difficulties and grievances under 
which the physicians and surgeons in the 
Navy laboured, and recommended the Con- 
vention to take some measures for their re- 
lief. He concluded by presenting the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution, which, after 
discussion, were adopted :— 

Whereas, the claim of naval medical offi- 
cers to defined rank, assimilated with the 
| grades of officers of the line of the navy, has 





not yet been decided upon by Congress, 
therefore, 
| Resolved, That the President of this 
‘meeting appoint a Committee of three, 
which is hereby instructed to communicate 
to Congress, through the presiding officer of 
each House, at the commencement of the 
next session, an expression of the interest 
felt by the American Medical Association 
$of the United States for their professional 
$ brethren employed in the Navy, as set forth 
in the resolutions unanimously adopted at 
several sessions of this body. 

Dr. Jackson, of Philadelphia, seconded 
the resolution. 

The President stated that the bill had 
passed one branch of our National Legisla- 
ture, but was lost in the other house. 

Dr. Pinckney, U. S. N., made a state- 
ment of the action had in the National 
Legislature. 

The Committee appointed consisted of 
the President, Dr. Mitchell, of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Dr. Stevens, of New York. 

The following resolution was presented 
by Dr. Charles Hooker, of Connecticut, 
and adopted unanimously :— 

Resolved, That the delegates from the 
several States be requested to appoint Com- 
mittees, who shall aid the Committee of 
; Publication in procuring subscribers, and in 
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distributing the Annual Transactions of this 
Association. 

Dr. Condie moved that the Committee 
on Nominations be instructed to nominate 
the several Standing Committees, as far as 
may be necessary; to report to-morrow. 
Adopted. 

Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, presented the 
following resolution :— 

Resolved, That the medical department 
of the University of Michigan, by its co- 
operation with the efforts of this body, to | 
elevate the standard of medical ehenainn | 
especially in regard to its preliminary stu- 
dies, and an extended term of instruction, 
’ has entitled itself to our warm commenda.- 
tion, and hearty support. 

Dr. Cox, in reply to the above resolution, 
said he did not wish to cast the slightest 
imputation upon any school, neither did he 
desire to make invidious distinctions be- 
tween any schools. He hoped that no such 
action would be taken as that proposed by 
the resolution, 

Dr. W. Hooker said, in regard to this 
resolution, he believed that the University 
of Michigan had a high vocation in pro- 
moting the teaching of medical science in } 
this country; but he thought they would ; 
succeed better without the assistance of the 
Association. It would be to their credit and 
advantage to keep themselves from compe- 
tition with the medical faculties throughout 
the land. If they are capable of performing | 
this high vocation of themselves, then they 
need no advertisement from the Association. 

The resolution was withdrawn. 

The President read a letter from Dr. Car- 
nochan, of N. Y., proposing to present 
before the Association a man who was 
present, and upon whom he had performed 
the operation of removing the lower jaw. 

On motion of Dr. Burrowes, of Pa., Dr. 
C. was invited to exhibit the patient after { 
the adjournment of the session. i 

Dr. Mauran, of Rhode Island, presented { 
a report from Dr. Simons, of South Carolina, 
Chairman of a Committee appointed by the 
Association for that purpose, in relation to; 
the necessity of each emigrant-ship wed 
provided with a surgeon, which was read by 
the Secretary. ; 

The report stated that the proper measures 
were taken by the Committee, and the mat- 
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ter was presented to the Senate of the United ; 
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tion was had by the Senate, but the Com- 
mittee has received every assurance that 
the measure will have a proper consideration 
at the next session of Congress. They 
therefore ask that the Committee be con- 
sidered as reporting progress, and be con- 
tinued. 

The report was accepted, and the Com- 
mittee directed to prepare a memorial to 
Congress. 

A report was then presented from Dr. 
Simons, Chairman of a committee of the 
Association, to memorialize Congress in 
accordance with a resolution of Dr. Sutton, 
of Georgetown, Kentucky, to have the 
medical statistics of the United States cen- 
sus printed separately, for the use of the 
medical profession. 

The Committee had discharged its duty 
so far as it was able, but without accom- 
plishing the object desired. The Commit- 
tee concluded its report by “urging upon 
the members of the Association the great 
importance of using their best influence to 
induce the Legislatures of their respective 
States to establish a Registration of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths, a measure of incal- 
culable value as regards vital statistics.’’ 

The report was also accepted, and the 
Committee requested to prepare a memorial 
to Congress on the subject. 

Dr. Peaslee, of New Hampshire, offered 
the following preamble and resolution, which 
he accompanied with a few brief and appro- 
priate remarks :— . 

Whereas the various systems of irregular 
practice are encouraged inthe regular Medi- 
cal Colleges, so far as allowing to graduate 
such as subsequently engage in them; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the facul- 
ties to refuse to admit to examination, for 
the degree of Doctor, all persons who intend 
to engage in any other than the regular prac- 
tice, and to give notice of this in their annual 
course of lectures. 

Dr. Sayre said he thought the resolution 
was not calculated to effect the object it had 
in view. The best way, in his opinion, was 
to withdraw the diploma after it had been 
given, and in the event of its being used for 
the advancement of quackery. In conclu- 
sion, he moved the following resolution, as 
an amendment :— 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed 


States in May, 1852, and referred to the {to memorialize the several State govern- 
Committee on Commerce. No farther ac- ; ments in reference to the subject of diplomas 
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to medical men, and to petition them, in the which existed for a more general, systematic, 
name of the Association, for the passage of ; and speedy organization of State and County 
a law granting to chartered medical colleges } Medical Societies, together with a plan for 
the privilege of retracting publicly the diplo- ; such organizations. 
mas of any of their graduates, when, in the; Dr. Cash, of New York, moved that the 
judgment of the medical faculty of the col- i document be referred to the Committee on 
lege or school granting such diplomas or ; : State and County Medical Societies. Car- 
certificates, they may have forfeited a right ‘ ried. 
to the same. The Secretary read a notice, requesting 
A discussion ensued, in which Drs. ; delegates from any States which were not 
Hooker, Conn., Atlee, Pa., Peaslee, New ; ‘ represented on the Committee on Nomina- 
Hampshire, and others seks part; when _ 5 tions to elect representatives, to sit with the 
Dr. Gooch moved that the whole subject Cc ittee at 56 Bleecker Street. 
be laid upon the table, which was adopted. The President declared the reading of 
Dr. Stewart announced that two hundred reports from Special Committees to be the 
copies of the Transactions of the New York ; order of the day. 
State Medical Society had been forwarded; Dr. N.S. Davis, of Illinois, read an elabo- 
to the Secretary of the Association, for dis- {rate report on Medical Literature, which 
tribution among the delegates from other; was accepted, and referred to Committee 
States. i on Publication. 
On motion of Dr. Stevens, of N. Y., the; Dr. S. Jackson, of Pennsylvania, stated 
Association adjourned till 9 o’clock to-mor- § that he had received a paper from a gentle- 





row morning. man, not a member, on: Electricity, as 
; { applied to predictions of meteorological 
Thursday Morning, May 5. Oey The paper was laid on the table. 


The Association met at 9 A. M., the; Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky, offered the 
President, Dr. J. Knight, in the Chair; a; following, which were unanimously adopted 


large attendance of members. by a rising vote :— 
The Secretary read the minutes, which} Whereas, by the dispensation of an in- 
were approved. scrutable Providence, Dr. Daniel Drake has 


been removed, since the last meeting of this 
man of the Committee on Nominations, { Association, from the scene of his earthly 
requested the Committee to meet at his resi- } labours, 

dence, No. 56 Bleecker Street. Resolved, That in the death of Dr. Drake 

Dr. Stewart, Chairman of Committee on; the American Medical Association has lost 
Arrangements, reported the names of seve- } one of its most honoured members, and the 
ral delegates who had registered since last; American medical profession one of its 
report. ’ brightest ornaments. 

The Secretary read a communication from; Resolved, That his steady devotion to his 
Robert Kelley, Esq., inviting the Association } profession, through a long life, his zeal, 
to visit the House of Refuge for reformation } activity, and unceasing efforts to advance 
of juvenile delinquents. ‘its interests, afford an example worthy of 

Dr. W. Hooker, Connecticut, offered the } the imitation of every young physician. 
following resolution, which was adopted:—; Resolved, That this Association will 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be cherish the memory of Dr. Drake, for his 
appointed, whose duty it shall be, in com- rend virtues, and for his labours, which 
pliance with the suggestion of our late Pre- { have adorned and elevated our profession. 
sident, Dr. Wellford, to report upon plans, The President read a resolution, offered 
of organization for State and County Socie- { by Dr. Cleaveland, of Vermont, calling for 
ties, and that the Committee be requested ? the appointment of a Committee to investi- 
to report, if possible, during the present ; gate the value of Galvanism as a therapeutic 
meeting of the Association. ¢agent; which, on motion of Dr. Gooch, 

The resolution was adopted, and the ap- was referred to Committee on Nominations. 
pointment of the Committee referred to the ; Dr. Wellford, of Virginia, stated that the 
Committee on Nominations. ¢ State of Louisiana was not represented, and 

Dr. Zeigler, of Pennsylvania, offered a} moved that Dr. Douglass, of Louisiana, who 
preamble and resolutions on the necessity ‘ was present, be invited to take his seat as a 


Dr. Joseph M. Smith, New York, Chair- 
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member by invitation from that State. Car- ‘report received from Dr. S. D. Gross, of 
ried. ; Kentucky, on the results of surgical opera- 

On motion of Dr. Parker, of Virginia, the tions for the relief of malignant diseases, 
resolution offered yesterday, from the Vir. ; which wasreferred to the Committee on Pub- 
ginia Medical Society, recommending the ; ‘lication. Dr. G. read a brief abstract, with 
appointment of a Chemist, and laid on the: the following conclusions :— 


table, was taken up for consideration. From the facts and statements which have 
Dr. Parker, of Virginia, offered the fol- ; now been presented, embracing the opinions 
lowing as an amendment :— ‘ of many of the most intelligent, experienced, 


Resolved, That this Association recom- ‘and distinguished practitioners in different 
mend Congress to consider the propriety of} ages, and in different parts of the world, 
passing a law compelling all importers of! the following conclusions may be legiti- 
nostrums to state upon all compounds thus | mately deduced :— 
imported their true constituents, and in} 1. That cancerous affections, particularly 
English. those of the mammary gland, have always, 

Resolved, That the Secretary be in- with a few rare exceptions, been regarded 
structed to forward a copy of these resolu-? by practitioners as incurable by the knife 
tions to the Executive of the General} and escharotics. This opinion, commencing 
Government. with Hippocrates, the father of medicine, has 

An amendment to strike out all after the ‘ prevailed from the earliest records of the pro- 
word ‘‘ English,’’ was accepted. fession to the present moment. Nature never 

After a discussion by Dr. Bond, of Mary- } cures a disease of the kind; nor can this be 
land, Dr. W. Hooker, of Connecticut, Dr. } effected by any medicine or internal reme- 
Sayre, of New York, Dr. Cox, of Mary-; dies known to the profession. 
land, Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, Dr. Richards, { 2. That excision, however early and tho- 
of Ohio, and Dr. Jackson, of Massachu- ; roughly executed, is nearly always, in genu- 
setts, the resolutions and amendment were} ine cancer, followed by relapse, at a period 
laid on the table. varying from a few weeks to several months 

Dr. Condie, of Pennsylvania, offered the from the operation. 

¢ 
2 














* following resolution :— 3. That nearly all practitioners, from the 
Resolved, That we have heard with sin- : time of Hippocrates to the present day, have 
cere regret of the death of our late fellow been, and are still averse to any operation 
member, Dr. Isaac Parrish, of Philadelphia, ; for the removal of cancerous tumours, after 
who was distinguished by his early and { theestablishment of ulceration,rapid growth, 
earnest advocacy of the establishment of firm adhesion, organic change in the skin, 
this Association, by his ardent interest in? lymphatic invasion, the cancerous dyscrasy, 
its proceedings, and by his valuable contri- ‘ or serious constitutional derangements, on 
butions to its published proceedings. the ground that, if had recourse to under 
Dr. Cox, of Maryland, moved the follow- ; these circumstances, the malady almost in- 
ing :— ‘evitably recurs in a very short time, and 
Resolved, That in the demise of Dr. ‘frequently destroys the patient more rapidly 
William E. Horner, which has occurred ; than when it is permitted to pursue its own 
since the last annual session of this body, course. 
the American Medical Association has lost; 4. That.in all cases of acute carcinoma, 
one of its illustrious and useful members; ; or, in other words, in all cases of this dis- 
and the science of medicine an indefatigable ; ease attended with very rapid development 
student and most distinguished teacher. ‘and great bulk of the tumour, extirpation is 
Resolved, That the memory of the gifted ' improper and unjustifiable, inasmuch as it 
subject of the resolutions, dear as it must { will only tend to expedite the fatal result, 
ever be to the lovers of medical science‘ which, under such circumstances, always 
universally, will be especially cherished by { takes place in a very short time. 
this Association, to whose great objects; 5. That all operations performed for the 
and aims his last efforts were, during life, {removal of encephaloid cancer and its dif- 
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promptly and liberally bestowed. ferent varieties, are more certainly followed 
Both of these resolutions were adopted ‘ by rapid relapse than operations performed 
by a rising vote. (upon scirrhus or hard cancer. 


Dr. Yandell, of Kentucky, presented aj 6. ‘That in nearly all the operations for 
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cancerous diseases hitherto reported, the {as means of retarding and preventing re- 
history has been imperfectly presented, ‘lapse. 


being deficient in the details which are ne- 
cessary to a complete and thorough under- 
standing of the subject in each case. This 
remark is particularly. true in reference to 
the diagnosis of the malady, the minute 
examination of the morbid structure, and the 
history of the case after the operation, as to 
the period of relapse, the time and nature 
of the patient’s death, and the result of the 
post-mortem examination. 

7. That cancerous affections of the lip and 
skin, now usually described under the name 
of cancroid diseases, are less liable to 1e- 
lapse after extirpation than genuine cancerous 
maladies, or those which are characterized 
by the existence of the cancer-cell and can- 
cer-juice. 

8. That although practitioners have always 
been aware, from the earliest professional 
records, of the great liability of cancer to 
relapse after extirpation, a great majority of 
them have always been, and still are in favor 
of operation in the early stage of the disease, 
especially in schirrus, before the tumour 
has made much progress, or before there is 
any disease of the lymphatic ganglions, or 
evidence of the cancerous cachexy. 

9. That many cases of tumours, espe- 
cially tumours of the breast and testicle, 
supposed to be cancerous, are in reality not 
cancerous, but of a benign character, and 
consequently readily curable by ablation, 
whether effected by the knife or by escha- 
rotics. Jt is to this circumstance that we 
must ascribe the astonishing success which 
is said to have attended the practice of Hill, 


of Scotland, Nooth, of Engiand, and Fla- { 


jani, of Italy. 

10. That all operations insist upon the 
most thorough excision possible, removing 
not merely the diseased mass, but also a 
portion of the surrounding and apparently 
healthy tissues, as well as the enlarged and 
indurated ganglions. 

11. That the practice has always pre- 
vailed, and still obtains, to eave, if possible, 
a sufficient amount of healthy integument 
to cover the wound, and, if possible, to 
unite it by the first intention, on the ground 
that these precautions will tend much to 
retard, if not to prevent a recurrence of the 
disease. 

12. That much stress is laid by writers 
upon a properly regulated diet, and attention 


to the bowels and secretions after operation, 
e 








13. That there is no remedy, medicine, 
or method of treatment, which has the 
power, so far as we are enabled to judge of 
its virtues, of preventing the reproduction 
of the morbid action after operation, no 
matter how thoroughly it may be performed. 

14, That life has occasionally been pro- 
longed, and even saved by operation after 
relapse, as in some of the remarkable cases 
mentioned in a previous part of this report ; 
but that, asa general rule, such a procedure 
is as incompetent to effect a permanent cure 
as the first extirpation. 

Dr. Gooch called up the subject of the 
graduating pledge, proposed by Dr. Peaslee, 
of New Hampshire, last evening, and laid 
over, and proposed the following resolu- 
tions :— 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly 
recommends to all the respectable Medical 
Colleges of the United States to administer 
to their graduates, previous to their receiv- 
ing the diploma, some pledge that they will 
maintain, to the best of their abilities, the 
honour and dignity of the profession; and 
that they will forfeit their degrees, whenever 
they desert the orthodox system of medicine. 

Resolved, That the schools be urged not ° 
to graduate any man without requiring him 
to read the National Code of Ethics, and 
publicly give his consent to abide by it, and 
that they will reserve to themselves the 
right to withdraw the diploma, publicly, 
whenever the graduating pledge has been 
violated. 

There were, said Dr. G., two schools 
which had already adopted such rules. 
Unfortunately, as things stood, gentlemen 
were allowed to graduate on payment of 
their fees, without knowing there was such 
a thing as a ‘‘ Code of Ethics’’ in existence, 
and permitted to go forth among medical 
men as their equals in practice. The con- 
sequence was, systems of quackery, and 
want of proper esprit du corps among mem- 
bers of the profession, in many instances. 

Dr. Garnett, of Washington, spoke to 
the resolution. 

Dr. Atkinson, of Virginia, inquired how 
the diploma could be withdrawn ? 

Dr. Gooch replied that the diploma could 
be always withdrawn, if given under these 
conditions. 

Dr. John H. Phillips, of New Jersey, 
offered the following amendment :— 
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Resolved, That it is the duty of all Boards 
of Examiners, to whom candidates may 
apply for examination or approval, to admit 
none but those who give satisfactory evi- 
dence of a good preliminary education, and 
that a regular Course’ of Medical Practice 
will afterwards be pursued, and who shall 
subscribe to the Code of Ethics adopted by 
this Association. 

Dr. Cox, of Maryland, thought the reso- 
lution contemplated an extraordinary act of 
legislation, and there would be great diffi- 
culty inapplying the principle. The power 
of revoking a diploma, once given under the 
legal sanction of a charter, was a dangerous 
one to be intrusted to any set of men. 

Dr. Atkinson, of Virginia, thought that, 
until the millennium, quackery would exist 
in the profession to some extent, and it was 
vain to legislate against it. 

On motion of Dr. Sayre, of New York, 
the Association took a recess for one huur, 
without disposing of the resolution. 


Afternoon Session, May 5. 


The Association was called to arder at 
14 P. M. 

The consideration of Dr. Gooch’s resolu- 
tion, and the amendment thereto, was re- 
sumed. 

Sundry amendments were proposed by 
Drs. Carr, of Vermont, Dove, of Virginia, 
and Stillé, of Pennsylvania, when, on 
motion of Dr. Gooch, the whole subject was 
referred to a special Committee of three, to 
report during the present session. 

The President appointed Drs. Gooch, 
Phillips, and Stillé as Committee. 

The following form of Promise was among 
the documents referred to Committee on 
Pledge:— 

I, A. B., of ——, in the State of ——, do 
hereby promise, on the honour of a gentle- 
man, that I will conform strictly to the Code 
of Ethics of this my Alma Mater, in all 
things pertaining to the practice of my pro- 
fession; and, when I shall fail to do so, I 
hereby grant to the Faculty of said School 
full power and authority to withdraw said 
Diploma, and all the rights and privileges 
which it is intended to confer. 

Dr. Stewart, on behalf of the Committee 
of Arrangements, reported the names of 
delegates who had registered since last 
report, and recommending to invite Dr. 
Harvey P. Peet, Institution for Deaf and 
Dumb, and Dr. W. C. Butler, to take seats 
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in the Association. Accompanying was a 
letter from Dr. Thomas Spencer, of New 
York, asking to be allowed to read a paper 
on the atomic theory of life and vital heat, 
as applicable to pathology. Dr. S. also 
stated that Drs. J. H. Griscom and J. L. 
Phelps, of New York, have applied for 
permission to read papers before the Agsso- 
ciation. 

The Committee also recommended that, 
when the Association adjourned, it should 
be to Saturday morning. 

The report was accepted and adopted, ex- 
cept as relates to the time of adjournment. 

Dr. Blatchford, of New York, moved to 
have a resolution, offered yesterday, on the 
licensing power, with amendments by Dr. 
Garnett, taken up for consideration. © 

After discussion by Drs. W. Hooker, of 
Connecticut, Johnson, of Missouri, and 
Atlee, of Pennsylvania, on motion of Dr. 
Atlee, the whole subject was referred toa 
Committee, te report at the next meeting. 

The subject was referred to the following 
Committee: Drs. Wellford, of Virginia; 
Samuel Jackson, of Pennsylvania, T. W. 
Blatchford, of New York; J. B. Johnson, of 
Missouri; and E. R. Peaslee, of New Hamp- 
shire. 

Dr. T. W. Blatchford, of New York, pro- 
posed the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of five be ap- 
pointed, of which, Dr. J. O. Edwards, of 
Ohio, shall be chairman, whose duty it shall 
be to report on the best mode of preventing 
the domestic adulteration of drugs. The 
Chair appointed Dr. Edwards, Drs. Wood 
and Carson, of Philadelphia, Dr. C. T. Jack- 
son, of Boston, and Dr. J. H. Griscom, of 
New York. 

Dr. Joseph M. Smith, of New York, read 
the following :— 

Report of Committee on Nominations.— 
The Committee on Nominations, in fulfill- 
ing the duty of their appointment, propose 
to continue most of the Special Committees 
appointed by the Association, in May, 1851, 
and May, 1852, and to appoint several new 
Special Committees. They, therefore sub- 
mit the following list of Chairmen of Special 
Committees, with the subjects to them com- 
mitted :— 

1, Dr. D. F. Condie, of Philadelphia, 
Penn., ‘‘ On the Causes of Tubercular Dis- 
ease.”’ 

2. Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, 
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La., “ On the Mutual Relations of Yellow }Ga., ‘‘On the Pathogenic Influence of 


and Bilious Remittent Fever.” 
3. Dr. R. S. Holmes, of St. Louis, Mo., 
** On Epidemic Erysipelas.”’ 


4. Dr. Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia, ' 
Penn., ‘‘ On Diseases of Parasitic Origin.” ' 


5. Dr. R. D. Arnold, of Savannah, Ga., 
“On the Physiological Peculiarities an 
Diseases of Negroes.’’ 

6. Dr. James R. Wood, of New York, 
*€ On Statistics of the Operation for the re- 
moval of Stone in the Bladder.”’ 

7. Dr. F. Peyre Porcher, of Charleston, 
S.C., ‘‘On the Toxicological and Medi- 
cinal Properties of our Cryptogamic Plants.’’ 

8. Dr. Goodrich A. Wilson, of Virginia, 
‘“ On Choleraand its Relation to Congestive 
Fever—their Analogy or Identity.’? 

9..Dr. Worthington Hooker, of Connec- 
ticut, ‘‘ On Epidemics of New England and 
New York.” 

10. Dr. John L. Atlee, of Lancaster, 
Penn., ‘‘On Epidemics of New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland.’? 

11. Dr. D. J. Cain, of Charleston, S. C., 
‘* On Epidemics of South Carolina, Florida, 
Georgia, and Alabama.”’ 

12. Dr. W. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, 
Ky., ‘‘On Epidemics of Tennessee and 
Kentucky.” ' 

13, Dr. Thomas Reyburn, of St. Louis. 
Mo., ‘‘ On Epidemics of Missouri, Illinois, 
Iowa, and Wisconsin.”? 

14. Dr. George Mendenhall, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, ‘‘ On Epidemics of Ohio, Indi- 
ana, and Michigan.’’ 

15. Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans, 
La., ‘“‘ On Epidemics of Mississippi, Louisi- 
ana, Texas, and Arkansas.”’ 

16. Dr. Chas. A. Lee, of New York, 
** On Domestic Hygiene.”’ 

17. Dr. Daniel Brainard, of Chicago, Ill., 
‘On the Constitutional and Local Treat- 
ment of Carcinoma.’’ 

18. Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, IIl., 
“On the Influence of Local Circumstances 
on the Origin and Prevalence of Typhoid 
Fever.”’ 

19. Dr. Geo. Engelman, of St. Louis, 
Mo., ‘‘On the Influence of Geological 
Formation on the Character of Disease.”’ 

20. Dr. Henry M. Bullitt, of Louisville, 
Ky., ‘On the Use and Effect of Applica- 
tions of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, 
either in Local or General Disease.’? 

21. Dr. Robert F. Campbell, of Augusta, 
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22. Dr. James Bolton, of Richmond, Va., 
‘On the Administration of Anesthetic 
Agents during Parturition.” 

23. Dr. Henry Tdylor, of Mount Cle- 
mens, Mich., ‘‘ On Dysentery.”’ 

24, Dr. F. Donaldson, of Baltimore, Md., 
‘* On the Present and Prospective Value of 
the Microscope in Disease.’’ 

25. Dr. R. L. Howard, of Columbus, 
Ohio, ‘‘ On the Pathology and Treatment 
of Scrofula.”’ 

Committee on Plans of Organization for 
State and County Societies.—Isaac Hays, 
M. D., of Pennsylvania, Chairman , Worth- 
ington Hooker, M. D., of Connecticut ; 
Josiah Andrews, M. D., of Michigan; B. 
R. Wellford, M. D., of Virginia; A. L. 
Peirson, M. D., of Massachusetts. 

Committee on Medical Literature —T. 
S. Bell, M. D., of Kentucky, Chairman; 
Samuel H. Pennington, M. D., of New 
Jersey; Ed. H. Parker, M. D., of New 
Hampshire; William K. Bowling, M. D., 
of Tennessee; Zina Pitcher, M. D., of 
Michigan. 

Committee on Medical Education.—B. 
R. Wellford, M. D., of Virginia, Chairman, 
Resign Lowe, M. D., of Iowa; Lyndon A. 
Smith, M. D., of New Jersey ; Jacob Bige- 
low, M. D., of Massachusetts; L. A. Dugas, 
M. D., of Georgia. 

Committee on Volunteer Communications. 
—Drs. C. A. Pope, Thos. Reyburn, John 
S. Moore, J. B. Johnson, and A. Litton, of 
St. Louis, Mo. : 

Committee of Arrangements.—Drs. J. R. 
Washington, J. S. Moore, S. Pollok, Thos. 
Reyburn, J. O’Farrar, W. M. McPheeters, 
C. W. Hempstead, and E. S. Lemoine, of 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Committee on Publications.—Dr. D. F. 
Condie, Pennsylvania, Chairman; Dr. E. 
L. Beadle, of New York; Dr. E. S. Le- 
moine, of Missouri; Dr. I. Hays, Penn- 
sylvania; Dr. A. Stillé, Pennsylvania; Dr. 
G. Emerson, Pennsylvania; Dr. G. W. 
Norris, Pennsylvania. 

The report was accepted, and the nomi- 
nations adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Watson, of New 
York, the name of the Committee on Volun- 
teer Communications was changed to that 
of Committee on Prize Essays. 

Dr. Wellford resigned his place as Chair- 
man of Committee on Medical Education, 
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and the President was authorized to fill the 
vacancy. 

The vacancy was subsequently filled by 
the appointment of Dr. J. L. Cabell, of the 
University of Virginia. 

On motion of Dr. Atlee, the subject of 
proposed amendments to the Constitution 
was taken up, and the original articles, with 
proposed amendments, read by the Secre- 
tary. 

Dr. A. H. Stevens, of New York, moved 
an indefinite postponement of the whole 
subject of amendments to the Constitution. 

Dr. Atkinson, of Virginia, moved to 
amend the motion so as to except from 
postponement the amendment proposing to 
admit delegates from the United States 
Army and United States Navy. 

After some discussion by Drs. Coolidge, 
of U. S. Army, Bolton and Atkinson, of 
Virginia, Coventry and Stewart, of New 
York, the amendment of Dr. Atkinson was 
adopted. The original motion as amended 
was then adopted. The section contained 
in article second, section nine, of the pro- 
posed amendments was then adopted ; which 
is as follows :— 

Delegates representing the medical staffs 
of the United States army and navy shall be 
appointed by the chiefs of the army and 
navy medical bureaux. The number of 
delegates so appointed shall be four from 
the army medical officers, and an equal 
number from the navy medical officers. 

Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, gave notice that 
at the next meeting of the Association, at 
St. Louis, he would propose the adoption of 
the amendments to the Constitution sub- 
mitted to this Association by the meeting at 
Richmond last year, and which have been 
here indefinitely postponed. 

Dr. Condie proposed the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted :— 

Resulved, That the second clause of Ar- 
ticle 2 of the Constitution be so amended as 
to admit the American Medical Society in 
Paris to representation in this body, upon 
the same terms as the medical bodies in this 
country. 

Dr. Alfred Stillé, of Pa., Chairman of the 
Committee to whom was referred sundry 
memorials touching the course to be pursued 
by Medical Colleges and other Boards in the 
examination of candidates and the granting 
of Diplomas, reported, submitting the fol- 
lowing resolutions for adoption :— 

Resolved, 1st. That in order to preserve 
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the purity and honour of the Medical Profes- 
sion, and to place around young practitioners 
additional safeguards against temptations to 
do wrong, as well as to draw a more distinct 
line of separation between true and false 
physicians, it be, and is hereby recom- 
mended, that every graduate in medicine 
be required to subscribe a pledge to submit 
to the revocation of his diploma upon con- 
viction of having knowingly violated the 
_ Dode of Ethics of this Association. 2d. It 
: is also recommended to the several Medical 
2 Colleges, and such other Boards as are by 
slaw authorized to examine candidates for 
Sadmission into the Medical Profession, to 
require from every graduate or licentiate his 
signature to the Code of Ethics of this Asso- 
ciation, and to furnish him with a copy of 
the same. 3d. It is farther recommended 
that the formal administration of a pledge, 
faithfully to observe and keep the said Code, 
form part of the public exercises of Medical 
Commencements. 

Dr. Palmer, of Chicago, and other dele- 
gates opposed that part of the report pro- 
posing to clothe Colleges with the power of 
revoking Diplomas for a breach of the 
‘* Code of Ethics.” 

Several motions were made, and, after 
some discussion, the Chairman decided on 
the right of the Committee to withdraw the 
first resolution, to which objections were 
made, when the second and third recom- 
mendations of the report were adopted. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, moved that the 
first resolution which had been withdrawn 
be taken up, and passed as the sense of the 
Association. It was taken up, and, on 
motion, referred to the Committee on the 
Licensing Power, of which Dr. Wellford is 
Chairman. 

Dr. Parker, of Virginia, moved the fol- 
lowing, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee 
on the Administration of anesthetic agents 
in Parturition be instructed to inquire into 
all cases of death that may be reported as 
occurring from the use of anesthetic agents 
during the present year in the United 
States, and report to the next meeting of the 
Association. 

Dr. Zeigler, of Pennsylvania, moved the 
following, which was laid on the table :— 

Resolved, That a Committee of three or 
more be appointed by the President, to 
¢ devise or consider some comprehensive plan 
¢ or system by which subjects connected more 
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especially with Medical Science can be more ‘a full account, compiled from official and 
speedily, systematically, generally, and tho- { other reliable sources, of the proceedings 
roughly investigated and examined. ‘of our National Medical Congress during 

On motion of Dr. Roddey, of Virginia, ‘its recent meeting. A considerable portion 
the resolution of Dr. Zeigler was taken up, ‘of the session was occupied in the reading 
and referred to a Committee, consisting of ; of papers and the reception of reports from 
Drs. Zeigler, Roddey, and Jackson, of; committees appointed to investigate subjects 
Pennsylvania. ‘of practical and scientific interest. These 

Dr. Campbell of Georgia, submitted a; were all ordered for publication, and will 
paper on a question of priority in reference ‘constitute a volume of equal interest and 
to the discovery of the reflex relation sub- ; value with any that has preceded it. Com- 


sisting between the cerebro-spinal and sym- 
pathetic system of nerves. 
Referred to Committee on Publication. 


‘ paratively but little time was devoted to the 
‘discussion of legislative matters, and no 
‘measures of importance of this character 


Dr. Miltenberger, of Maryland, offered ; were adopted. Attention was called to cer- 
the following resolution, which wasseconded } tain abuses, and plans for their reform sub- 
by Dr. Atlee, and unanimously adopted :— { mitted ; but it was shown on discussion that 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of the :it was much easier to point out evils, than 
American Medical Association be, and they {to devise effectual means for remedying 
are hereby tendered to the Committee of} them, and all the projects of that character 





Arrangements, the profession, and the citi- 
zens generally of New York, for the gene- 
rous and elegant hospitality extended to- 
wards its members during its present session. 

Dr. W. Hooker, of Connecticut, proposed 
a vote of thanks to the officers of the public 
institutions which had been thrown open for 
members of the Association during their 
stay. 


Dr. Bolton, of Virginia, moved the thanks 


of the Association to the Press of this City, 
for its accurate reports of their proceedings. 


Dr. Cox, of Maryland, proposed a vote of 


thanks to the officers of the Association, for 
the very able manner in which they have 
discharged their duties. 

The members of the Association were 
then invited to meet on board the steamboat, 
at foot of Pier No. 3, to-morrow morning 
at 9 o’clock, and proceed to visit the public 
institutions belonging to the City of New 
York. 

The President congratulated members on 
the close of their deliberations, and expressed 
his wish that they should have a safe return 
to their homes, and should all meet at St. 
Louis next year. 

The Association then adjourned sine die. 
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American Medical Association.—In the 
initial article in this number, we have given 


‘were either referred to committees to col- 
lect information and report at the next meet- 
ing, or were laid on the table for future 
consideration. 

We must not omit to do justice to the 
liberal arrangements made by our brethen 
of New York for the reception and enter- 
tainment of the members of the Association. 
Their hospitalities were on the most muni- 
ficent and extensive scale. The great din- 
ner, given at the Metropolitan Hall, the 
most magnificent saloon in our country, 
with its splendidly frescoed dome, its spa- 
cious floor covered with tables beautifully 
decorated and bountifully supplied with 
every luxury that money could purchase, 
and its galleries filled with ladies, presented 
the most brilliant spectacle we have ever 
witnessed. Nothing, indeed, was omitted 
which the most prodigal hospitality and 
lavish expenditure could supply for the en- 
tertainment of the Association, and to do 
credit to New York hospitality. 


The Norwalk Catastrophe.—T he adjourn- 
ment of the late meeting of the Association 
‘was immediately succeeded by an awful 
catastrophe, which has left the Association 
‘to deplore the loss of six of its prominent 
‘ and useful members. 


A few days afterwards a meeting of dele- 
gates to the late Medical Convention, still 
remaining in New York, was held at the 
Bleecker Street Church, for the purpose of 
expressing the feelings of the Association on 

’ the loss of several members of that body by 
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the late railway catastrophe at Norwalk. Dr. 
Joseph M. Smith was appointed President of 


the meeting, and Dr. E. L. Beadle one 


ated as Secretary. On motionof Dr. Rock- 
well, a Committee wasappointed to prepare 
suitable resolutions for the occasion. The 
following gentlemen formed the Com- 
mittee: J, H. Griscom, N. Y; S. Han- 
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The resolutions were adopted by the 
meeting, and a Committee was appointed to 
consider the best method of providing some 
memorial in commemoration of the terrible 
disaster. The names of the Committee 
were Joseph M. Smith, M. D., F. C. Stew- 
art, M. D., J. W. G. Clements, M. D., W. 
Rockwell, M. D., Isaac E. Taylor, M. D., 


bury Smith, Ohio; P. Claiborne Gooch,; E. L. Beadle, M. D., and John Watson, 


Va.; L. A. Smith, N. J.; Theodore } 
Goodloe, Ala.; R. La Roche, Pa.; John 
Watson, N. Y. 

The following preamble and resolutions $ 
were read by J. H. Griscom, M. D. 

Whereas, amid the wide-spread affliction 
caused by the recent catastrophe at Nor- 
walk, the members of the American Medi- 
cal Association, recognizing in this mourn- 
ful event, the hand ofan all-wise Providence, 
feel called upon to express their grief at the 
sudden removal from life of Abel L. Pier- 
son, M. D., of Salem, Mass.; Alexander 
Welch, M. D., of Hartford, Conn.; Josiah 
Bartlett, M. D., of Stratham, N. H.; 
Samuel Beach, M. D., of Bridgeport, Conn.; 
James M. Smith, M. D., and J. H. Gray, 
M. D., Springfield, Mass., late members of 
the Association. And, whereas, it is the 
earnest desire of the members, still present 
in the city of N. Y., to record suitable | 
expression of their feelings upon an occa- 
sion equally unprecedented and distressing ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the members have re. 
ceived with profound sorrow the lamentable 
intelligence of the loss which the commu- 
nity, as well as the profession, have sus- 
tained by the death of so large a number of 
the American Medical Association. 

Resolved, That as a suitable, though in- 
adequate, external mark of their grief at 
the sudden demise of friends from esse 
they had so recently parted, the members 
of the Association in general are recom- 
mended to wear the usual badge of mourn- ; 
ing for the space of thirty days. 2 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be 
appointed to devise some suitable method of 


commemorating the event and the worth? 
Q 











and professional character of our lamented 
associates, and recommend their plan at the 
next meeting of the Association. § 

Resolved, That the members of the Asso- ’ 





ciation deeply sympathize with the relatives‘ 


M. D. 

The report of this Committee will be de- 
livered at the next meeting of the Medical 
Association, which will take place next 
year, in St. Louis. 

Pennsylvania State Medical Society.— 
This Society held its annual meeting, in 
Philadelphia, on the 25th, 26th, and 27th of 
May. We shall present in our next num- 
ber an abstract of their proceedings. 

Review of the Weather for April, 1853.— 
The weather during the month was pleas- 
ant and genial, in an unusual degree; no 
snow fell, and a few slight frosts only oc- 
curred; rains were seasonable, and a 
westerly wind prevailed 21 out of the 30 
days. The mean temperature of the month 
rose to 54 41, which is more than 3 degrees 
above the average mean temperature of the 
fourth month in this place, and more than 7 
degrees higher than the mean of the same 
month last year, 

Ne severe storm has swept our coast, and 
we have heard less of disaster from this 
cause than isour wont. Grass landg in this 
vicinity have seldom worn a more cheering 
aspect, and the wheat fields and orchardsin 
this and adjacent States are said to give fair 
promise of fruitfulness. 

Thunder showers occurred on the after- 
noon of the 14th, and again on the morning 
and evening of the 22d. Some rain fell on 
14 days, and 16 days are recorded as clear 
and fair. The whole fall of rain for the 
month, as measured at the Penn. Hospital, 
was 3.83 one-hundredth inches. 

The range of the thermometer for the 
month was from 38 on the morning of the 
11th, to 79 on the afternoon of the 29th, or 
41 degrees; a temperature much more 
equable than is usually witnessed in the 
Fourth month, even in our favoured climate. 

The whole number of deaths in the five 


of the deceased, and that a copy of these? weeks embraced in the month, was 967 ; 
resolutions, duly authenticated, be trans-} which is a little less than the mortality of 
mitted to their respective families, ; the corresponding period of last year. Of 
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the above number 279, or about 29 per cen- { P. M. of that day, when it marked 74 de- 
tum, were from consumption, or diseases of japeen. At 3 o'clock the heavens being 
the organs of respiration. ; chiefly covered with that elevated, broken, 

In our tabular remarks it will be seen we 3 fair-weather cloud, called cumulus, which 
have noted seven days as smoky. Several } was floating over rather quickly from the S. 
other days partook, but less strikingly, of} W., the thunder cloud came up from the N. 
the same character ; the air seemed loaded } W., and spreading rapidly over the firma- 
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with a dry haze; the sun was red, and 
shone faintly when near the horizon, much 
resembling our ‘‘ Indian Summer,’ and had 
also, we suppose, the same cause, viz.: ex- 
tensive fires in the woods, or the burning 
of brush in their fields by neighbouring 
farmers. 

The thunder showers of the 14th, already 
referred to, came up from the N. W., after 
three days of southerly wind and light rains. 
The thermometer had gradually risen till 2 } 





ment, shut out from view the higher stratum 
of fair-weather clouds. At 64 P. M.—the 
thunder cloud having passed over—there 
was a strong wind from the N. W., and 
very dark clouds rose in quick succession 
from that quarter towards the zenith ; while 
the light fleecy cumuli, above referred to, 
still moving quickly from the S. W., were 
seen occupying the zenith and the whole 
southern part of the heavens. P.S. 
PHILADELPHIA, 5th mo., 5th, 1853. 
































THERMOMETER. WIND—COURSE AND FORCE. 
2 | REMARES. 
0! 
month. | Sunrise.} 2 P.M. | Mean Sunrise. 2P.M. 
1 48 61 544 N.1 N.2 Overcast, smoky. 
2 44 60 52 N.3 W.2 Overcast, clear. 
3 42 54 48 E.2 8.3 Cloudy, rain 4 P. M. 
4 44 48 46 KE. 2 N.E.3 Rainy night and day. 
5 43 50 46} N. W.5 W.5 Rainy, fair after 9 A. M. 
6 45 60 624 W. 8S. W. 2 W. by N.4 | Rain in night, fair. 
sf 40 55 474 Ww.1 N. W.2 Clear. 
8 45 62 634 w.} 8.W.4 Cloudless, clear, smoky haze. 
9 54 68 61 8. W.4 S. W. 4 Cloudy, fair, smoky. 
10 50 54 62 N.W.3 N.W.3 Overcast, clear. 
11 38 54 46 N. W.1 8. W.1 Cloudless, clear, hazy. 
12 41 61 51 8.8. W. 2 8.2 Smoky, cloudy, rain. 
13 56 62 59 8.8. W.2 8. W.1 Light rain. 
14 57 74 65} Calm. 8. W. 2 « fair, thunder, storm 3 
N. W.4 P M. 
15 40 56 48 N. W.3 Clear. 
16 45 58 514 a yy 8.8. E.2 em clear, overcast, rain 9 
17 43 48 454 N.3 Rain moderate most of day. 
18 42 58 50 N.1 N. W. 2 Cloudiless, clear. 
19 42 64 53 Calm. 8. W.2 Fog, clear, cloudy, rain 5} P. M. 
20 54 58 56 8.2 N.N.W.3 | Overcast, cloudy, clear, 
21 50 70 60 N.W.4 W. 2 Cloudless, fair. clear. 
22 52 78 65 8.3 8.8. W.3 —_— showers 64 A. M. & 6} 
P. 
23 58 70 64 N. W.4 N. W.3 Clear, fair. 
24 44 45 444 N.E.2 N. E.3 Rain 3} A. M., oy day. 
25 46 51 48% N.E.2 E.N.E.2 | Rainy night & A. M. 
26 47 63 55 N.1 N. W.3 Overcast, clear, 11} A. M. 
27 46 72 59 Calm. 8. W.2 Cloudless, white frost. 
28 52 78 65 8. W.1 8. W.3 Clear, smoky, sun red. 
29 56 79 67} 8.W.1 8. W.3 Cloudiless, cloudy,overcast,smoky. 
30 58 72 65 N.2 N.2 Cloudy, clear, smoky, sun red. 
| 
47.40] 6143] 54.41 1.88 | 2.63 Monthly mean. 
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Successful Case of Caesarian Section.— 
Dr. Decoene relates the following case of a 
female, aged 30, upon whom he had once 
before pertormed the Cesarian operation. 
He saw the patient in the seventh month of 


| 


pregnancy, November 5, 1852, together with 
Dr. Frédérics. She had then been forty 
hours in labour; and stated that, on the 
previous evening, she had experienced a 
breaking or yielding sensation in the lower 
part of the abdomen, followed by discharges 
of blood from the vagina, insensibility, and 
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sickness. Since that time, both eit hes foramen ovale open 47 times, completely 
pains and the movements of the child had : closed 18 times ; the ductus arantii (venosus) 
ceased. The whole abdomen was very } open 81 times, completely closed 37 times. 
tender. Examination per vaginam detected ; These facts prove that the vessels peculiar 
a relaxed os uteri, about the size of adol-}to the feral circulation remain open, as a 
lar ; but neither the head nor other part of} rule, for some time after birth, and that it 
the child could be felt, although the limbs} is not possible to determine accurately by 
could be traced through the abdominal} days the period of their closure. 
walls. Inasmuch asthe author concluded} The process of obliteration pursues the 
that theuterus had given way, and the child} following order as regards time: It com- 
had escaped into the abdomen, he deter- ; mences and is often completed in the ductus 
mined upon an operation. After making; venosus, before it manifests itself in the 
the preliminary incisions, and opening the? other vessels. There are great varieties in 
peritoneum, he came upon a mass of con- } the closure of the foramen ovale and ductus 
gealed blood, under which was a male in- } arteriosus. The completion of the process 
fant, with the separated placenta, and the; is, in by far the greater number of cases, 
membranes still entire. It was easily re-? within the first six weeks ; and the instances 
moved ; then, to the operator’s great aston- ; of obliteration of this or that duct before 
ishment, a second child, female, came to} birth, or before four to six weeks after birth, 
view. Both infants weredead. Theuterus, } are exceptions, of mostly forensic interest. 
which was contracted, exhibited along its} The ductus arteriosus exhibits the process 
front surface a slit, answering to the line of} of obliteration by the wrinkling and swelling 
incision of the former operation. No he-} of the inner vascular coat, commencing usu- 
morrhage ensued; the abdominal wound} ally at the aortic extremity ; most rarely at 
was united; and, by November 24, the pa-} the pulmonary end. In the ductus venosus, 
tient was well. the point of commencement is usually to- 
Sichel observes, in reviewing the above} wards the vena cava; sometimes towards 
in Schmidt’s Jahrbuch, that women, who} the umbilicus ; most rarely in the middle. 
have the good fortune to recover after the} The blood coagulates in the ductus arterio- 
performance of the Cesarian section, appear} sus; the filling up of the tube evidently 
to be singularly liable to rupture of the uterus; comes from the thin, smooth, lining mem- 
along the line of the former incision in every 3} brane of the vessel ; a structure, resembling 
subsequent pregnancy. Kaysen relates aix; an adventitious membrane, may. be easily 
such cases. The giving way of the cicatrix > peeled of; it is mixed with blood-disks and 
in the earlier months of pregnancy may lead $ fibrinous coagula.— Henle’ s Zeitsch. 4, 1852. 
to escape of the ovum, and the development 
of an extra-uterine growth.— Medical Times 
and Gazette, May 21, 1853. New and Important use of the Micro- 
prs in Legal Medicine.— Mr. Mercer 











Apam called the attention of the Edinburgh 
Physiological Society to a new and import- 
in New-born Infants.—Dr. Etsasser, of? ant use of the microscope in legal medicine. 
Stuttgard, after 370 examinations of the; He remarked that there were few cases 
foctal bloodvessels, has arrived at the fol in medical jurisprudence more difficult to 


The Condition of the Fetal Circulation 





lowing conclusions: Of 70 stillborn child-} decide than whether. afier a lew weeks had 
ren, the tubes peculiar to the fcetal cir-? elapsed, parturition had occurred recently 
culation were open in 69. In one only, the$ or at a remote period. In such cases. of 
ductus botalli and the foramen ovale were} doubt, where delivery is circumstantially 
open and the ductus arantii closed. In 300} believed to have recently occurred, but 
children who died soon after birth, 80 out of} where all the physical signs may, with equal 
108 prematurely born, and living from one? propriety, be reckoned evidences of this 
to eight days, presented all the passages} having been ata remote period, he believed 
open; 127 out of 192 infants of the full time} that the detection of colostrum corpuscles 
had all the passages open, but partly con-{ in the milk would at once decide the ques- 
tracted. tion, and, almost with certainiy, prove the 

The ductus botalli (arteriosus) was open} delivery to have been recent In illustra- 
55 times, and completely closed 10 times ;} tion of this, he cited the following case, 
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which had recently come under his notice. 
The body of a newly-born child, much de- 
composed, was found in a moss in the south 
of Scotland. It was impossible to decide 
secundum artem whether it had been born 
alive; but it appeared to have been dead for 
four or five weeks. Proceedings were taken 
to discover the mother, and suspicion fell 
on a young woman who was supposed to 
have been secretly delivered about four or 
five weeks previously; that is, about the 
same date as the infant was thought to have 
been exposed. On being arrested on the 
charge of concealed pregnancy, she said she 
had had achild a year and a half before, 
which she had nursed till within three 
months of +her apprehension, and firmly 
denied having been recently delivered. The 
two medical men, who were judicially ap- 
pointed to examine her, came to different 
decisions, so equivocal were all the signs, 
as to the period which had elapsed since 
her delivery. A microscopic examination 
of her milk was suggested, and it was found 
to abound in colostric globules. This de- 
cided the questio verata, and showed par- 
turition to have lately occurred. The girl, 
on being told that imposture no longer 
availed, confessed having recently given 
birth to a stillborn child, thereby confirming 
the accuracy of the revelations of the micro- 
scope. Mr. Adam considered that, in such 
cases, the microscope was likely to be as 
serviceable to the medical jurist as it was in 
the detection of blood-globules, sperma. 
tozoa, &&c.—Month. Journ. Med. Sci. May, 
1853. 

Experiment inthe Propagation of Fish.— 
Dr. Robertson, of Dunkeld, questioning the 
popular idea as to the natural history of fish, 
which is, that the male and female meet on 
the redd or spawning bed for the purpose of 
each depositing its roe and milt in the chan- 
nel; and conceiving, on the contrary, that 
the ovaof the female were impregnated pre- 
vious to their development within the body 
of the fish—in order to test this theory, took 
a number of live female trout from the 
spawning-bed, and, having extracted the 
roe, deposited them in a perforated zinc box, 
containing also some gravel. All these, 
upon the 14th of October last, were placed 
in arunning stream ; and, on examining the 
box last week, several of the ova were found 
to be hatched, of which a specimen may be 
seen by any one taking an interest in the 
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matter. The proof of this will completely 
do away with the trouble of obtaining the 
milt to apply to the roe, as is done by the 
French fishermen, and establishes a theory 
strongly advocated by Mr. T. Stoddard. 
From the severity of the winter, the whole 
of the ova are not yet hatched, but a suffi- 
ciency are, to prove the truth of this theory. 
We understand that the doctor is preparing 
a detailed account of the experiment, which 
will appear soon.—Med. Times and Gaz. 
April 30, 1853. 

Application of a Curious Physiological 
Discovery.—M. Rovuttn has lately specu- 
lated on what might be the consequences of 
administering coloured articles of food to 
silkworms just before spinning their cocoons. 
His first experiments were conducted with 
indigo, which he mixed in certain propor- 
tions with the mulberry- leaves serving the 
worms for food. The result of this treat- 
ment was successful; he obtained blue 
cocoons. Prosecuting still farther his expe- 
riments, he sought a red colouring matter, 
capable of being eaten by the silkworms 
without injury resulting. He had some dif- 
ficulty to find such a colouring matter at 
first, but eventually alighted on the Bigno- 
niachica. Small portions of this plant hav- 
ing been added to the mulberry-leaves, the 
silkworms consumed the mixture, and pro- 
duced red-coloured silk. In this manner 
the experimenter, who is still prosecuting 
his researches, hopes to obtain silk as se- 
creted by the worm of many other colours. 
—Medical. Times. and Gazette, March 5, 
1853. 

Cholera at Moscow.—Cholera has made 
its appearance at Moscow with such viru- 
lence, that eight hospitals have been opened 
there for the reception of patients suffering 
from that malady. 


To Reapers anp CoRRESPONDENTS. — 
Our thanks are offered to Dr. Buckley, 
Editor of the New York Medical Times, for 
his courtesy in sending us the early sheets 
of his June number, containing a report of 
the Proceedings of the American Medical 
Association. 

This number has been delayed two or 
three days in order to present our readers 
with a full report of the Proceedings of the 
American Medical Association. 








